
The Place of Geography in the School Curriculum 

Dr. Gayotri Changkakoti 
Professor 

 

 Geography holds a significant place in the school curriculum serving as  a bridge 

between the natural and social sciences. Through the subject matter it equips students with 

the knowledge and essential skills to develop an understanding of the world around them, 

to appreciate the complexity of the world and the interconnectedness of the natural and 

human system. It develops in the students spatial thinking, critical analysis, awareness about 

environmental issues and develop them into conscious and aware citizens. 

 The place of geography in the school curriculum can be explained under the 

following heads:- 

1. Interdisciplinary Learning 

 The subject geography is interdisciplinary in nature as it draws its subject matter and 

methods from various fields like the physical sciences, social sciences and humanities to 

understand the Earth’s physical and human system. This interdisciplinary nature of 

geography allows it to complement subjects like history, economics, sociology and sciences 

providing a comprehensive and holistic approach to education. 

2. Understanding the Physical and Human World 

 Geography provides students with knowledge of physical features of the world such 

as mountains, rivers, plains, plateaus and various climatic factors. It also provides a 

comprehensive knowledge of all human activities such as urbanization, migration and all 

other economic activities. This focus on both physical and human geography enables 

learners to appreciate the interconnectedness between the natural and human world.  

3. Development of Map Reading Skills 

 Students of geography develop the skill of map reading which involves the skill of 

interpreting maps to understand spatial relationships and geographic information. This 

includes understanding concepts of map making, scales, use of symbols, grid references, 

directions and the concept of contour lines. These map reading skills provide a foundation 

for understanding of geography. 

4. Environmental Awareness 

 Geography plays a crucial role in environmental education, helping students develop 

the knowledge, skills and perspectives needed to address environmental challenges and 

promote sustainable practices. Geography also helps students to develop environmental 

awareness, the understanding of our natural environment and the impact of human actions 

on it. 

 

 



5. Development of cultural Understanding 

 The subject geography by its very nature exposes students to various cultures, 

interaction between people and the spaces they inhabit, the diversity of cultures and how 

geographical features influence the cultural mileu. By studying different cultures students 

develop an understanding of how people living in different lands are similar to or different 

from them and this helps them to develop empathy and respect for cultural differences. 

This cultural awareness enhances in promoting global citizenship encouraging students to 

engage with and contribute positively to a multicultural world. 

6. Development of Critical Thinking and Analytical Skills 

 The study of geography enhances critical thinking skills in the students where 

students develop the power of assessment of various factors influencing geographical 

phenomenon. These abilities will help students in studying not only other disciplines but 

also help them to apply these skills in real life situations. Students also develop the ability to 

evaluate environmental issues, social structures and political structures. In this may their 

analytical skills also develop. 

7. Development of civic Responsibility 

 Civic responsibility involves actively engaging in one’s community, participating in 

democratic processes and contributing to the well being of the society. A student of 

geography is provided a framework for understanding these issues through the very nature 

of the subject matter. Geography helps students to understand the uniqueness of their local 

area which helps them gather knowledge about its problems and issues and participate 

actively in community matters. It also increases their environmental awareness and their 

role in community development. As a whole, geography provides the foundation for 

understanding the world around us, while civic responsibility empowers us to act on that 

understanding to create a better world.  

8. Career Opportunities 

 A solid foundation in geography opens door to diverse careers in areas like urban 

planning, tourism, cartography, environmental consultancy etc. It also provides a foundation 

for career avenues in research in the field of education and various government and non-

profit organization. Knowledge and skills developed through geography and skills such as 

problem solving and analytical skills are highly valued across various sectors. 

Conclusion 

 The above points highlight that geography occupies a very important place in the 

school curriculum. It imparts knowledge and skills to students which helps them to navigate 

and contribute in an interconnected global society. By emphasizing environmental 

awareness, cultural understanding, critical thinking and analytical skills, geography 

education prepares students to face contemporary challenges and become active 

responsible citizens. As such, geography should remain a core component of the school 

curriculum. 


